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Second album from
rising Malian star
Afteryearsaccompanying the
likes of Ali Farka Tours,
Kouyateemergedin’O7witha
brilliantdebut that for the first
timeturned hisinstrument
thengoni (a funky African
banjo, approximately) intoa
frontlineinstrument. It'sa
brilliantly versatileand
expressive tool, equally
capable of shimmering*
tenderness (“Tineni”) and the
edgyattack oflead guitar
(“Ladon”). Elsewhere, guest
appearances from Vieux
Farka Touré (guitar)and
Toumani Diabaté (kora) create
amesmerising backdrop of
strings over which Kouyate’s
wife, Amy Sacko, addsvocals.
Uptherewith Tinariwen’s
Imidiwan asa contender for
Africanalbumoftheyear.
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